
 

 

 

Agri-food: Cluster activities for a sustainable and resilient ecosystem 

Watch online HERE  

The commentator of the EU Cluster Talks is Zivile Kropaite. 

Today, we will discuss the critical challenges for the green transition in agri-food, the role  

of clusters in supporting the transition and improving resilience, and cluster projects  

and activities that can serve as examples of future development.  

Just a reminder, agri-food systems consume about 30% of the world´s energy and a third  

of agri-food systems’ emissions of greenhouse gases stem from energy use. It is no secret that 

the Russian aggression in Ukraine is impacting the EU agri-food value chain. The shift towards 

renewable energy is even more urgent in this industrial ecosystem.  

 

The session starts with News from the ECCP. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xc6g_UWuXk8&t=1s&ab_channel=EuropeanClusterCollaborationPlatform


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follows video invitation for the Agr-food Matchmaking Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will now hear the perspective from the EU Commission Policy Officer at DG Agri – 

Veronika Madner.  

She starts with the funding opportunities:  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What are the funding instruments?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

100% support is more linked to cooperation and knowledge activities. 20%-40% support is for 

investments.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Examples of funded projects: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next is Blaga Valentinova Popova – team leader in DG GROW 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ms Popova starts with the EU Code of Conduct for Sustainable Food Businesses and marketing 

practices. The conduct is one of the actions under the Farm to Fork Strategy. It is specifically 

targeted at the actors between the farm and the fork, and it is a framework with eight 

aspirational objectives covering all areas of food sustainability, from healthy and sustainable 

diets and reducing food waste to resource efficiency, carbon neutrality, and social aspects such 

as decent work and sustainable sourcing. The code of conduct was launched in July 2021.  

There was an annual Conduct Signatories meeting, a collaborative platform where  

the signatories are open to other stakeholders within the agri-food ecosystem, civil society 

policymakers, and international organisations. They took stock of the progress of this initiative. 

There are more than 130 signatories to the code of conduct. These companies and associations 

signed up the code, internalised and adhered to that sustainability objectives. They also made 

a concrete commitment to the different objectives and reported on their actions last year  

to meet them. Most of the 130 signatories are large food and drink companies, and retailers, 

which is excellent, but there are much fewer small companies involved. All signatories also meet 

and discuss different topics, exchange good practices, and create opportunities  

for collaboration. One of the objectives under the code is value creation within the food supply 

chain, which is an essential element.  

https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy/sustainable-food-processing/code-conduct_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy/sustainable-food-processing/code-conduct_en
https://food.ec.europa.eu/horizontal-topics/farm-fork-strategy_en


 

 

 

It is expected to have a specific SME tool linked to the code of conduct by the end of January  

or February. This tool is to be hosted by the ECCP. It will allow smaller companies to sign up for 

a simplified The Code by just filling in a form. It will enable companies to evaluate their activities, 

decide where they stand, and in which area of The Code they could commit and link that  

to existing best practices within the ERIC database.  

Ms Popova also mentioned an online matchmaking event which is coming up: 

 

Follows panel debate 

 

Ms Kropaite starts with the question about Euroclusters. This question is for Ms Claudia De 

Oliveira Ramos, International Project and Network Manager, VEGEPOLYS VALLEY. 

Ms Kropaite: How would you define Euroclusters, and how can they help accelerate growth, 

innovation and competitiveness?  

Ms Ramos says that Euroclusters helps European SMEs with innovations and questions that 

organisations face. She positively sees this. Their organisation VEGEPOLYS VALLEY has  

a Euroclsuters project that is about Urban agriculture.  



 

 

 

Ms Ramos invites Ms Pauline Bodin into this question. She is asked what the main challenges 

they are facing are. She says that it is the water and energy management of production. There 

is also a challenge to make an agri-food ecosystem resilient.  

Mr Gawel Walczek, International Affairs manager, secpho, is asked about secpho,  

a technology agri-food cluster. Secpho is a deep tech ecosystem from Spain. What are deep 

tech technologies? For example, sensors, lasers, robotics, automated vehicles, AI, and big data. 

Agri-food is one of the sectors on which secpho focuses.  

Mr Walczeck is asked what is the main challenge currently. He says that from the technology 

provider’s perspective, it is reaching out the partners from the agri-food sectors. His main 

challenge is reaching out to the right stakeholders and entities, the right people in the agri-food 

sector. He believes this is a challenge for other deep tech or technology ecosystems.  

Ms Kropaite asks if this means that the agri-food sector is unwilling to cooperate or to be 

digitalised as any other sector.  Mr Walczeck believes this isn’t a question of will but more about 

knowledge. The organisations don’t know about the possibilities or the deep tech; they don´t 

know what it is. A lack of information and knowledge causes it.  

Ms Kropaite mentions that this is an exciting and vital point. She asks the next panellist what 

innovative solutions are currently being developed if we talk about EIT Food. Paola Giavedoni, 

Director of innovation, EIT Food, starts with the EIT Food introduction. EIT means European 

Institute of Innovation and Technology. They are the leading initiative in innovation in Europe, 

and the EU co-founds them. They are a family of eight EITs or knowledge innovation 

communities. They focus their attention and programs on delivering products to the market. 

Their principles are based on the knowledge triangle integration. Innovation is a long process.  

At the moment, EIT Food works on three big missions. One is the net and net zero food system, 

the healthier life through food – nutrition and health through nutrition, and the last one is  

a fully transparent, resilient and fair food system. They focus on protein diversification (they 

work on alternative proteins and try to increase proteins from alternative sources) and 

sustainable agriculture through different programmes.  

Ms Yuan Chai, International Affairs Officer, Wagralim, is also asked about Euroclusters  

and what it is like to bring innovation to the system. They are currently working on the Be 

resident Euroclusters project, granted under the agri-food trend. This project focuses on 

reducing gas emissions. They help SMEs be more productive and efficient in production, have 

better knowledge and help them with the green transition.  

Ms Kropaite also asks Ms Chai if she can agree with others regarding the lack of knowledge 

and, in some cases, lack of internet to adopt novelties and energy management issues. Ms Chai 

says that SMEs must face several issues this year, such as salary indexations and high energy 

prices. The main challenge is more about surviving, which is a priority, rather than investing  

in a green transition. This means that SMEs postponed these activities.  

 

 

 



 

 

Funding opportunities 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


